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Call to Order         April 23, 2019 

 
1. Chairman Vigeant called the regular meeting of the Marlborough School Committee to 

order at 7:30 pm at the District Education Center, 17 Washington Street, Marlborough, 

MA. Members present included Mr. McLaughlin, Mrs. Matthews, Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger, 

Mrs. Ryan, Mrs. Hennessy and Mr. Geary.  

 

Superintendent Michael Bergeron, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, 

Mary Murphy, and Director of Finance and Operations Douglas Dias were also present. 

 

In attendance were, Student Representative Timothy Goliger and Administrative Support 

Christine Martinelli.  

 

This meeting was recorded by local cable WMCT-TV and is available for review. 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Vigeant led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
3. Presentation 

 

A. Richer School Green Screen Presentation (GSP) – Richer Learning Center 

teacher, Jennifer Smith and Instructional Technology Specialist, Nancy Marrese 

spoke briefly about the schools Green Screen Presentations and showed a short clip 

the students produced, before introducing the 9, 3rd grade students involved in the 

production. GSP was started when the Student Council and Administration wanted to 

get their student leader’s messages beyond just the third grade, and to the entire 

school. They now have incorporated a newscast and a talk show, Richer Talks and 

Rocks. The Richer students each spoke briefly about their role in GSP and how to use 

a green screen to create their presentations.  

 

Superintendent Bergeron informed the parents that they can share this presentation 

with their families, when it is posted on the MPS website later this week.  

 

Mrs. Hennessy asked if any of the students have created a video or done anything like 

this before. And she suggested they could be ambassadors to other elementary schools 

to do something similar at their schools.  
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B. Music Department Update – Jonathan Rosenthal, Director of the Music 

Department, gave the School Committee a quick update on this year’s many Music 

Department accomplishments throughout the district, PreK – 12 schools. He also 

shared dates of upcoming music events and then 3 high school students shared the 

highlights from their April 11 – 16 music trip to Washington, DC.  

 

Mrs. Hennessy asked the students what role they feel music is playing in their lives outside 

of the classes they take, and do they see themselves continuing with music in their future.  

 

Tim Goliger shared his thoughts, who as a senior, has enjoyed 4 years in the MHS Music 

Department. He believes for himself and others in music, it is first about the experiences that 

you have with the people, and the journey, that comes first, music is second. He said, it’s not 

about being perfect, it’s about growing and learning.  

 

Mrs. Hennessy added an upcoming music event Mr. Rosenthal had forgotten to mention, 

Spring Sing, May 17. 

 

4. Committee Discussion/Directives: None 

 
5. Communications: None 

 
6. Superintendents Report 

 

Destination Imagination (DI), is an after-school program to engage our students 

beyond the school day. In the existing budget, the district will be able to field at least 3 

teams for this program, which can begin next year at the Elementary level. If this is 

successful next year, there could still be enough funding in the budgets to double the 

program going into FY21. 

 

MCAS is Underway – Superintendent Bergeron thanked the entire MPS staff for their 

dedication and perseverance throughout the multiple testing seasons MPS’s encounters 

each year.  

 

Workshop – The School Committee is all set to meet on May 21 to continue their 

collective work on goals. The summer date for the second meeting will be set in May. 

http://www.mps-edu.org/
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Reminder – April 25 – MHS Spring Concert, 7 pm – 9 pm 

 

Reminder – April 27 – Project Clean Sweep, 9 am – 12 pm 

 

Reminder – May 3 – All City Jazz Night, 7 pm – 9 pm 

 

Reminder – May 3 – Special Olympics, Bowditch Field in Framingham, 10 am – 1 pm 

 

Reminder – May 9 – All City Strings, 7 pm – 9 pm 

 

A. Director of Finance & Operations Report 

 

1. Facilities Update – During April vacation, Facilities completed the following 

upgrades: Richer Elementary, an upgrade of the fire alarm system, and installed 

new window screens. Jaworek Elementary, the camera work was completed. 

 

2. Food Services Update - Before the start of April vacation, Kane and Jaworek 

Elementary hosted ‘Taste the Rainbow’, with positive feedback from all the 

students. Richer Elementary will host a similar event this week.  

 

Food Service Director, Jenna Janson, met with MHS student representatives, who 

will be providing her with important student feedback, for the development of next 

year’s menu.  

 

 Cafeteria Balances – there is a negative balance of -$3,820 as of 4/17/19, compared 

to a negative balance of -$2,665 at the same period last year. The food service 

department and school administrators continue to communicate with families who 

have a balance and to ensure they are aware of the free & reduced lunch program.  

 

3. MPS’s Registration and Data office, have been working together to implement an 

electronic registration software. This will expedite the registration process and be 

more convenient to families. The goal is to go live with this new process before the 

end of the FY19 school year. 
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4. On April 19, the RFP for Before/After School Programming was made available to 

vendors. It is a qualifications-based procurement, with proposals due back on May 

10. This document can be reviewed on the City of Marlborough’s Procurement 

website: www.marlborough-ma.gov/bids.   

 
7. Acceptance of Minutes:  

 

A. Minutes of April 9, 2019 School Committee Meeting 

Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant, to accept the School 

Committee minutes of April 9, 2019. 

Motion passed 7-0-0. 

 
8. Public Participation: None 

 
9. Action Items/Reports:  

 

A. FY19 Operating Budget Transfers  

Mr. Dias is recommending transfers within the FY19 operating budget. The monies 

are being transferred for balance purposes. A motion was made by Mrs. Matthews, 

seconded by Chairman Vigeant, to approve the FY19 Operating Budget Transfers. 

Motion passed 7-0-0. 

 

Mrs. Hennessy asked a clarifying question regarding the money needed and budgeted 

for officiating, and if there will be changes to planning out the money for this. 

 
B. Acceptance of Donations and Gifts 

Donor’s Choose, Maker Space Classroom donation of $508.00 to Whitcomb 
School, for purchasing books for teacher Lane Hammond’s 5th grade classroom book 
club. A motion was made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant, to accept 
with gratitude the donation from Donor’s Choose. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
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FY19 Title III 186 Immigrant Grant Department of Elementary & 
Secondary Education Marlborough Public School District applied for and was 
approved for this grant of $89,694. A motion was made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded 
by Chairman Vigeant, to accept with gratitude the FY19 Title III 186 Immigration 
Grant from D.E.S.E. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
 

10. Reports of School Committee Sub-Committees:  

 
Mrs. Hennessy announced that on April 25, there is a Policy Subcommittee meeting, 
and another one in May. She asked that School Committee members let her know if 
there is anything they believe needs to be addressed at these upcoming policy meetings.  

 
Mrs. Matthews informed the committee that negotiations continue with the custodians.  

 
11. Members’ Forum:  

 
Mrs. Ryan pointed out that the 5th grade incoming parent’s meeting has one date in the 
calendar, but some parents have a different date.  She would like flyers and more 
information given out to parents for this important upcoming meeting.  

 
Mrs. Matthews will review the warrant and sign it. 

 
12. Adjournment: 

Motion made by Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to adjourn at 8:11 

pm. Motion passed 7-0-0. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

      Heidi Matthews 

      Secretary, Marlborough School Committee 

 

HM/cm 

Approved May 28, 2019 

http://www.mps-edu.org/

